
 
 
Every person in the church has an effect on it, for better or for worse. 
 
If you are strong spiritually, then you build up the church a little more. If you are weak 
spiritually, you weaken it a little more. If you allow God to use you to touch lives, you 
help the church a little more. And if you’re compromising spiritually, you weaken it a little 
more. Every person has an effect. 
 
Writing to the church in Corinth, the apostle Paul said, “If one part suffers, all the parts 
suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad” (1 Corinthians 12:26 NLT). 
 
But Paul also reproved this church because they were boasting about bringing in 
someone who claimed to be a believer but was living immorally. They were proud of how 
tolerant they were. 
 
Paul told them, “You are so proud of yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow 
and shame. And you should remove this man from your fellowship” (1 Corinthians 5:2 
NLT). 
 
You matter in the church. Every person lifting their voice in worship matters. Every gift in 
the offering matters. And every act we do outside the church matters. If you’re a 
Christian, then you are an important part of the body of Christ. 
 
We need to get rid of this me-first, what’s-in-it-for-me mindset and start thinking 
biblically. We need to start asking what we can do to help others and serve others. We 
need to ask how we can learn to resolve conflicts and maintain the unity that is in the 
church. 
 
Instead of approaching church like a consumer looking to simply get in and get out every 
weekend, come in and use the gifts that God has given you. 
 
It can change your life, and it can certainly change the way you see the church. 


